Thrombin-induced degranulation of cultured bone marrow-derived mast cells.
This study was undertaken to determine if a plasma protease such as thrombin, a highly specific procoagulant enzyme that has numerous effects on platelets, endothelial cells, and smooth muscle cells, could mediate mast cell activation processes. Our results indicate that at near physiologic levels, thrombin can rapidly trigger mast cell degranulation without activating the 5-lipoxygenase system.